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THE RELATION OF THE PHYSICIAN TO THE LAW.* 





HENRY LEFFMANN, A.M., M.D., PHILADELPHIA. 


Members of the Students’ Medical As- 

sociation: When asked to lecture before 
you, I selected this topic, because I 
know it is important and I hope it will 
prove interesting. ‘‘ Every man,’’ says 
Sir Edward Coke, ‘‘should know a little 
of law,’’ and the comic Blackstone, an 
amusing sketch that appeared years ago 
in Punch, adds “ the less the better.” I 
am inclined to agree with the humorist, 
in so far that I think it unwise for any 
but lawyers to attempt to understand 
the methods of legal practice. When I 
see any one consulting an ‘‘ Every One 
his own Lawyer’’ I anticipate disaster. 
On the other hand, the principles of 
government and the methods by which 
-laws are made and enforced are the 
concern of all, and especially of the 
members of a profession that touches 
the law through that middle ground 
known as medical jurisprudence, or 
forensic medicine. 

You are liable to stand in various 
relations, voluntary and involuntary, 
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to the law and its methods. You may 
be plaintiff or defendant, prosecutor or 
prosecuted, ordinary or expert witness, 
and already in some states and possibly, 
before long, in all you may be jurors. 
It will be useless for you to resolve that 
you will keep out of courts. The pro- 
fession which ybdu have chosen will 
bring you more or less in contact with 
legal procedures, often of the gravest 
character. I do not propose to consider 
those cases in which you appear as the 
party to a suit, but only those in which 
you stand in your professional relations 
as an agent or actor in some event hav- 
ing legal relations. 

At the outset, it may be well to note 
that the law takes no account of schools 
or sects in medicine. The schisms in 
medical organization are deplorable and 
real to us, but to the rest of the world 
they appear as mere prejudices, or they 
seem born of professional rivalry. In 
many cases courts have even placed 
regular graduates and uneducated, un- 
registered practitioners upon the same 
basis. It will not be worth while, there- 
fore, to express opinions about regular 
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medicine, homeopathy, eclecticism, etc. 
in court. You will convince no one, 
. and will produce nothing but a smile. 

You may appear in court as either an 
ordinary or an expert witness. In the 
former you are called merely to testify 
to some incident or information of 
which you have knowledge in the same 
way and to the same extent as a lay- 
man. You may see a person run over, 
or you may have heard some conversa- 
tion bearing upon some business matter. 
In such cases you will be sworn or 
affirmed without inquiry as to your pro- 
fessional education or experience, and 
you will be allowed to tell only that 
which you know of your own knowl- 
edge. As an expert witness you may 
go largely outside of these bounds. You 
may be asked your opinion on certain 
subjects and even be allowed to quote 
from books and journals, though on the 
latter point courts are becoming more 
conservative. Before testifying as an 
expert you will be subjected to some 
questioning to test your fitness for the 
duty. This will generally be a brief 
review of your professional life. Your 
admission as an expert is within the 
discretion of the court. 

It has been a moot question how far 
a doctor is liable to duty as an expert 
without previous agreement to serve, 
and whether such service entitles to com- 
pensation above that of the ordinary 
witness fee. (The ordinary witness fee 
I may observe is about one dollar per 
day, and mileage.) The courts are not 
quite in agreement on this point, and I 
am sorry to say that the trend seems to 
be towards regarding expert services as 
but little entitled to additional compen- 
sation. As a matter of abstract law, 
there can be no doubt that courts are 
entitled to the services of any one, for 
the welfare of the community is above 
the comfort or convenience of any indi- 
vidual. THe power that set “ Uriah in 
the fore-front of the hottest battle’ still 
exists in our modern State, and can 
command any sacrifice it needs, but in 
actual practice, witnesses are selected by 
the attorneys, and the pitfalls of expert 
testimony are so numerous that it is 
very rare that experts are called with- 
out careful consultation beforehand and 
the agreement for sufficient compensa- 
tion. 
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Whether you appear as an ordinary 
or expert witness, you are served with a 
subpena, that is, an order signed by 
some legal authority. This is read to 
you by some person delegated by the 
court, and usually commands that “lay- 
ing aside all business or excuses whatso- 
ever you be and appear in your proper 
person, etc.’’ A penalty for disobedi- 
ence is appended and, as an illustration 
of the conservatism of the law, I may 
say that the subpenas of this county 
still state the penalty at one hundred 
pounds. County courts are limited by 
the bounds of the State in which they 
are located. The subpenas of New Jer- 
sey courts have no value in Pennsylva- 
nia, or vice versa, but the subpenas of the 
United States courts, which are issued in 
the name of the President of the United 
States are valid throughout the nation. 

Your duty as an expert may arise 
either from services rendered in a profes- 
sional capacity to the victim of some 
accident, crime, or disease, or it may 
be merely as an adviser upon some 
phase of a case. I prefer to consider the 
first condition in more detail. 

You may, for example, be called to a 
patient suffering from symptoms which 
turn out to be due to criminal poison- 
ing, and terminate fatally. Either 
through your own or another’s state- 
ments, the case goes before the author- 
ities and the legal machinery is put in 
motion. In most cases, the first person 
to investigate is the coroner, who in- 
quires as to the cause ofdeath. Massa- 
chusetts has medical examiners who 
take the place of this official. In this 
inquiry you must be just as guarded as to 
your statements, as if you were in the 
most dignified court. Your testimony 
will probably be taken down, the cor- 
oner’s inquest is in public, and state- 
ments made without proper thought or 
care may return to plague you. 

The law does not expect impossibil- 
ities. You must not be afraid to 
acknowledge the limitations of your 
information. Coroners often want ex- 
perts to be positive, to give definite 
opinions so that a definite verdict may 
be rendered, but this cannot always be 
done. When a suspicion of poisoning 
has arisen, the inquest usually awaits 
the results of an analysis, and I may, in 
passing, say that I think it is a mistake 
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for one in general practice to undertake 
to make such analyses. Supposing that 
a verdict implicating some person has 
been rendered, the accused is held either 
in bail or without, in accordance with 
the degree of the suspected crime and 
the next move in the case is indictment. 
This is the specific charge and is inquired 
into by the grand jury, which is a secret 
tribunal before which only one witness 
is examined at a time, and which makes 
known nothing but its decision. If it 
finds sufficient facts to justify an official 
inquiry it returns a true bill, if not it 
ignores it and the matter ends. A true 
bill is returned to court and a trial fol- 
lows. I may say here that the coroner 
and grand jury have the same power to 
compel attendance that the courts poss- 
ess. 

The work of the coroner and grand 
jury is usually one-sided, that is, the 
accused person has little chance of fight- 
ing the evidence. The grand jury in- 
deed, does not hear the defence at all 
and the coroner uses his discretion as to 
allowing opportunity to question wit- 
nesses. 

It is at the formal trial that the lines 
are strictly drawn and that the doctor is 
put upon the test of merit and ability. 
I pass over without special allusion the 
many annoyances and inconveniences 
of courts. The Law’s delay is pro- 
verbial and there seems to be no remedy 
for it. Your first experiences in court 
will both interest and exasperate you. 
You will certainly be interested in ob- 
serving the workings of a system which 
is the growthof centuries. The lawyers 
tell us that the law is the accumulated 
wisdom of a thousand years. In the 
criminal jurisprudence of this country, 
the most humane in the world, there are 
many features which represent centuries 
of struggle or of very slow evolution. 
Many features which seem odd to you 
are really the exponents of principles 
for which blood has been shed on many 
a battlefield and for which many a 
martyr has blackened at the stake. Our 
system is substantially that of England, 
but the jurisprudence of continental Eu- 
rope, often much extolled by Americans 
who do not understand it, represents 
harsher principles. 

You will be exasperated by attention 
to what may seem to you unimportant 
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details or diversion of the inquiries into 
unnecessary channels, but you must 


_ always bear in mind that there are tech- 


nical methods in the law which are not 
comprehended by those not of it. 
Before you give your testimony you 
are sworn or affirmed. Though your 
choice of being affirmed is not often 
objected to, yet it is not a matter of 
mere preference and a witness can be 
deprived of the right to affirm, if he or 
she has no conscientious scruples against 
taking an oath. Since you always ap- 
pear, at least nominally, as a witness 
for one side, you are first questioned by 
that side, in whatis called the direct-ex- 
amination, which is somewhat restricted 
in range. In important cases, the legal 
sparring, which is so entertaining to the 
spectators and so carefully reported by 
the newspapers, begins almost at once 
and the opposing counsel may rise and 
check your answering, with the remark, 
‘¢T object,’’ or ‘*Don’t answer that 
question.’’ Both attorneys will then 
turn to the judge and occasionally the 
matter will be argued at length. Your 
part is only to remain passive. Let me 
ask you not to be hasty toanswer. Give 
the opposing attorney every oppor- 
tunity to interpose objections, because 
the admission or rejection of questions 
is purely a matter of law with which 
you havenoconcern. Try to be plain 
in your language. This is not always 
easy. One gets accustomed to the tech- 
nical language of science and it becomes 
plainer and easier than every-day words. 
Lawyers, themselves, though often com- 
plaining about the pedantry of doctors, 
do not hesitate to use highly technical 
words and phrases, to talk about, for 
instance, res geste and corpus delicti. It 
is well, however, to make an effort to 
say ‘‘bleeding’’ instead of ‘“hemor- 
rhage,’’ ‘spitting’ instead of ‘‘ expec- 
toration,’’ ‘‘vomiting’’ instead of 
‘‘ emesis,’’ ‘‘ inflammation of stomach” 
instead of ‘‘ gastritis,” ‘“‘ corrosive sub- 
limate ’’ instead of “mercuric chlorid.” 
It is a delicate matter to caution you 
not to exceed the bounds of fact in your 
direct evidence. I assume, of course, 
without hesitation that you will desire 
only to state that which you think true, 
but lawyers are experts at making the 
worse appear the better part, and they 
often lead a witness into broad and un- 
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tenable statements, the insufficiency of 
which may be shown later to the con- 
fusion of the expert. That there are 
in this country experts who are reckless 
in their statements and who pervert 
facts and principles for the sake of large 
fees is only too true; and these men 
have unfortunately been regarded as 
representative of the whole profession. 
Hence the frequent dislike which courts 
show toward experts, and the latitude 
which they permit to attorneys in 
questioning. 

I would advise that you make no 
effort to set bounds to the personal acts 
of attorneys, nor to resent insinua- 
tions as to honesty or ability. Itis far 
better to answer each question coolly 
and clearly, and leave to the attorneys 
representing the side for which you are 
called to put a stop to the procedure. 
They are much better equipped than you 
‘to fight on this line, and a capable lawyer 
-~will do it at the proper time. Do not 
appeal to the judge as to whether 
you shall or shall not answer a ques- 
‘tion. 

I have remarked above that the law 
-does not expect you to perform impoasi- 
-bilities, and, therefore you are not ex- 
vpected to remember in minute detail the 
-observations of a post mortem or analysis 
-or other professional work. You are 
-allowed to consult notes, but they must 
tbe original memoranda made at the time 
of the observation or soon thereafter. I 
do not know that the law has fixed the 
limit of time ; each case will be judged 
by itself, but the practice of not admit- 
ting copies of memoranda is well 
settled. 

It will be opportune here to discuss 
some of the practical details concerning 
post mortems or any scientific inquiry that 
you may make for the legal authorities. 
I do not intend, of course, to say any- 
thing about the technic of those opera- 
tions, but the business and professional 
matters in point. You will be inter- 
ested in knowing how you are to secure 
your pay for service. All officers are 
not privileged to authorize expenditures, 
and you may be left without compensa- 
tion for much labor if you are not care- 
ful. In many counties, the county-com- 
missioners alone are authorized to incur 
expenses outside of specific appropria- 
tions, but in other cases the district 
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attorney, or prosecutor of pleas, as 
he is often called, has similar power, 
The coroner often has an item in hig 
appropriation bill which provides a sum 
for expert work. It will be well to in- 
quire for yourself and get a contract in 
writing in the form of a letter or order 
directing you to do the work and speci- 
fying your compensation. As a rule, I 
have had but little loss in official fees, 
but I was once cheated in one county in 
this State, even my mileage and witness. 
fees having been collected by a court 
officer and pocketed. 

Avoid making autopsies at night. It 
is not possible to do justice to the work 
under such conditions. Take full notes 
in technical language of all points 
brought out in the course of the work 
and keep these as the original memo- 
randa for use in court. Enter in these 
notes only facts, leaving inferences from 
the facts to be discussed later. Thus, if 
you enter, ‘“‘ mucous lining of stomach 
highly inflamed with extravasation of 
venous blood,’’ do not add, ‘‘ probably 
irritant poisoning.’’ You will be asked 
in due time to describe the condition of 
the stomach, which, after referring to 
your notes you will give in simple 
language so that court and jury will 
comprehend it and then you may be 
asked, ‘‘ What does this condition indi- 
cate?’ 

If specimens are to be taken for an- 
alysis or exhibition in court they must 
be so kept that there may be no dis- 
pute as to their identity. There -must 
be no “‘solution of continuity’’ in the 
transfer of specimen. It must not be 
left at the laboratory of the chemist or 
pathologist in his absence. Important 
specimens should be sealed. I find that 
many persons think that sealing means 
merely to daub melted wax over various 
parts of the package, and let it harden 
in irregular lumps; but proper sealing 
involves the imprinting of some distinct 
design on the wax, so that if the seal 
be broken it cannot be restored. It is 
best always to take dated receipts for 
packages delivered. These receipts are 
original memoranda and often of value in 
fixing the history of a package. 

I hope, if you have anything to do 
with the taking of specimens for analy- 
sis in a case of poisoning, that you will 
make every effort to keep the various 
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organs separated. Do not put pieces of 
the liver and kidney in the same jar 
with the stomach and its contents. This 
destroys one of the most important links 
of evidence, namely, the proof that the 
poison has been absorbed into the sys- 
tem before death. How can poison be 
assumed to have entered the liver before 
death, if the piece sent for analysis has 
been lying for hours in the same jar 
with the stomach contents? Yet I have 
known an eminent pathologist, now de- 
ceased, to put specimens together in this 
way. Do not put specimens into old to- 
mato-cans, beer bottles or old anatomi- 
cal jars (I am speaking now of actual 
cases within my experience), but use, if 
possible, new jars. 

The use of preservatives is a matter 
that often requires attention. It is best 
to avoid these, for they complicate the 
case. If it be necessary to use them, 
the material selected,e. g.,alcohol,should 
be from one lot which should be mixed 
and a sample, placed in a clean bottle, 
transmitted with the specimens, that the 
analyst may examine the preservative 
itself and be satisfied that it is free from 
the substance which has been found in 
the preserved specimens. 

In selecting and preparing specimens, 
it must not be forgotten that micro- 
scopic examination is often needed, and 
the organs must not be rendered unsuit- 
able for this purpose. The frequent use 
of embalming fluid makes it advisable 
that you should ascertain if any has 
been employed, and obtain, if possible, a 
sample. 

When the direct examination has been 
finished, you are turned over to the ten- 
der mercies of the opposing counsel and 
then begins what is called the cross-ex- 
amination. This often justifies its title. 
It takes a wide range and is often very 
skilful. Do not attempt to resent or re- 
strain the attorney. The more a truth 
is talked about the more it becomes ap- 
parent. Shrewd attorneys are careful 
in examining expert witnesses. You 
will often be asked puzzling questions, 
to which a simple answer “ yes” or 
“no’? is demanded. In such cases 
answer as seems nearest right, and then 
request permission to explain your un- 
derstanding of the question. 

Your duties to the legal authorities 
are, however, not merely as witnesses. 
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Itis your duty to report to the proper 
officer any case in which you have good 
reason to believe that a crime has been 
committed. 

An interesting question is in regard to 
privileged communications, that is com- 
munications which are confidential to 
the extent that you cannot be asked to 
repeat them in court. Unfortunately, 
the law in regard to these is not uniform 
nor thoroughly settled. In some States 
communications between the patient and 
physician, as far as relates to the dis- 
ease, are privilege, and the physician is 
not even allowed to divulge them in 
court. In other States there is no defi- 
nite legislation. In all cases these ques- 
tions are matters for the court to deter- 
mine. 

Another important feature of your 
public functions is your relation to the 
sanitary authorities. In this you may be, 
with little labor or annoyance, of great 
aid. The early reporting of contagious 
diseases greatly assists in the restriction 
of them. Here, again, you are not ex- 
pected to perform impossibilities. Boards 
of health know that immediate diagno- 
sis is by no means always possible, and 
it is just as desirable that a non-contag- 
ious disease should not be reported as 
that a contagious one should be. You 
are allowed a reasonable time, and I ad- 
vise you to cultivate amicable relations 
with the sanitary authorities and their 
agents and you will often be able to get 
their assistance in your diagnosis, and 
to carry on this part of your duties 
without friction. You must not forget 
that the collection of correct statis- 
tics of disease and mortality is a most 
important aid in hygienic progress. 

In reporting causes of death, try to 
give the actual disease, not merely some 
incident of it. Avoid such vague terms 
as dropsy, heart failure, intestinal hem- 
orrhage, convulsions, etc. 

The law does not require a physician 
to guarantee a cure, nor even to render 
the highest skill known to the profession. 
Strictly speaking, you are at liberty to 
refuse to attend any patient. Practi- 
cally, it will be well to exercise great 
caution in this regard. 

These, then, are some of the princi- 
ples that I suggest for your guidance in 
your relation to the public,and especially 
tothe law. You will be scattered overa 
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wide area and will practice under differ- 
ent social systems and different methods 
of jurisprudence, but I think that what 
I have said will have some application 
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in all cases; and I hope that the advice 
I have given will, if followed, inure to 
your own comfort and exalt the dignity 
of our profession. 





A FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF THE METRIC SYSTEM. 


A. L. BENEDICT, A.M., M.D.,* BuFFALo, N. Y. 


In presenting this paper, the writer 
feels assured that the increased use of 
the metric system, even within the last 
three years, warrants a somewhat differ- 
ent treatment of the subject than has for- 
merly been necessary. It is better un- 
derstood and its opponents no longer 
are able to sneer at the attempt to intro- 
duce an untried novelty. Many argu- 
ments pro and con have been repeated 
so often that only an article of an his- 
toric nature could properly reiterate 
them. Thus, no apology is needed for 
ignoring logical sequence and plunging 
into the midst of a discussion of certain 
phases of the subject which have not 
yet been fully disposed of. The present 
article aims rather at the consideration 
of the decimal system in its entirety 
than at the purely pharmacal use of the 
smaller weights and measures, and is 
published in view of the action of the 
Congressional Committee which very 
nearly succeeded in making the metric 
system the business standard of our 
country. 

An objector to the metric system has 
said: ‘‘The units of the metric system 
are inconvenient in size and not adapted 
to practical use. * * * Weights and 
measures should have some relation to 
the size and strength of the average 
man, and some relation, too, to the ma- 
terials to be weighed and measured.’’ 
Let us examine some of these units. 
The micro-millimeter (one-millionth of 
a meter) has been adopted by histolo- 
gists and pathologists for the measure- 
ment of cells and bacteria. The cholera 
spirillum is one or two of these units in 
length. The millimeter is useful in 
learning the thickness of membranes. 
The epidermis is from a tenth to one 
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millimeter in thickness. The centi- 
meter (two-fifths of an inch) ought to 
be fully as useful as the inch. I have 
formulated the following simple rule for 
remembering the length of the fetus at 
different lunar months of gestation. For 
the first five months the length in centi- 
meters is the square of the number of 
the month; for the last five months it 
is five times the number of the month. 
The decimeter is almost precisely four 
inches and this length is used in measur- 
ing horses under the name of hand. 
The meter, a priori, ought to be as useful 
for measuring carpets, cloth or small 
distances as the yard. The decameter 
is very nearly two rods and would be 
@ convenient unit for marking out city 
lots or streets. We use the expression 
‘‘a hundred yards’”’ so frequently as to 
show the need of such a unit as the 
hectometer. The kilometer (about 3280 
feet) is sufficiently large to be used 
instead of the mile in measuring long 
distances. 

With reference to measures of weight, 
the kilogram, commonly abbreviated 
into kilo., is the real unit. Being equiva- 
lent to two and two-tenths pounds, it is 
well adapted for small commercial trans- 
actions. The hectogram (about three 
and one-half ounces avoirdupois) would 
be convenient in selling spices and simi- 
lar commodities. The tonneau (1000 
kilograms) is a very close approxima- 
tion to the ‘‘long ton.’’ The liter of 
water weighs a kilogram and is nearly 
equal to a quart. Its decimal multiples, 
like the liter itself, are equally adapta- 
ble to dry and liquid mensuration, and 
they could readily supply the place of 
the peck and bushel, while the deciliter 
(one hundred grams of water) is little 
smaller than the gill. 

One change is obviously necessary 
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before the popular adoption of the met- 
ric system can be secured, namely, a 
simpler nomenclature, even at the sacri- 
fice of the Latin and Greek prefixes 
which show so clearly the relation of 
multiple and fractional units to the 
basis of each particular scale. 

If the metric system were in vogue, 
we could find in every kitchen, measures 
containing a hundred or a thousand 
times our principal unit of prescription 
writing and the extemporaneous prep- 
aration of antiseptic solutions, stupes, 
gargles, enemas, etc., would be greatly 
facilitated. 

The standard man weighs one hun- 
dred and fifty-four pounds. If we give 
him a twelfth of a grain of corrosive 
sublimate, if he eliminates three hun- 
dred and eighty grains of urea, if he 
passes three quarts of urine containing 
five grains of sugar to the ounce, we 
have no idea of the relation of these 
quantities to the total weight. But if 
we call his weight seventy kilos., that is 
70,000 grams and reckon the other 
quantities decimally, the calculation is 
almost a matter of mental arithmetic. 
In the instances given we have the 
approximate ratio table: 


0.005 : 70,000 = 1 : 14,000,000 
24.5 : 70,000 
32. : 70,000 


And such computations would become 
still easier had they started with metric 
conceptions of weight and measure. 

The utmost ingenuity has been shown 
in finding arguments against the metric 
system. It has been urged that it 
is inconsistent that a decimal system 
should be founded on “‘a vulgar frac- 
tion, a quadrant or fourth of a terres- 
trial meridian.” In trigonometry, cal- 
_ culus and analytical geometry, and in 
one conception of quaternions the quad- 
rant is considered the unit rather than 
the entire circumference of a circle, just 
as in Euclidian geonietry the radius is 
the unit, although it is half of a diameter. 
Fault has also been found that ‘‘the 
metric system in taking as its unit of 
linear measure a portion of an arc of a 
terrestrial meridian, makes use of a 
curved line to measure straight lines. 
In this it is apparent to every one that 
it is eminently unscientific.’’ 

The meter is also inveighed against as 
“arbitrary,’’ “ grossly unscientific’ and 
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unfitted for international use because it 
is ‘‘ based upon the length of an arc of 
the meridian of Paris, and not upon the 
mean of all possible meridians.” A 
little study of our common units will 
show that they are arbitrary, with 
scarcely a pretense at scientific relations 
to other units. The foot, for example, 
is supposed to be the length of some 
prominent person’s foot, while Web- 
ster’s definitions of yard and pound give 
no hint as to their origin. 

The earth is the most natural and 
almost the only available basis for a 
scientific system of mensuration des- 
tined for world-wide use, and until we 
have tunneled through the earth’s cen- 
ter we must resign ourselves to the 
necessity of measuring its surface in 
ares of great circles. It may be grossly 
unscientific, but it is absolutely inevita- 
ble, that curves of different kinds and 
straight lines must remain incommen- 
surate. The mathematical expedient 
which lies at the bottom of circular 
geometry and of the calculus of curves 
consists in regarding a curve as made up 
of infinitely short straight lines. Doubt- 
less the Paris meridian was surveyed by 
measuring a small part of it as a straight 
line. No survey can be absolutely free 
from inaccuracies, but the statement 
may be ventured that the standard 
meter might be exchanged for one ex- 
actly one-ten millionth of the Paris 
quadrant or of the mean of the quad- 
rants of “all possible meridians ’’—with 
some finite restrictions on the literal 
interpretation of that expression—and 
that the substitution would make no ap- 
preciable difference in the weights and 
measures used for dispensing drugs, or 
in those used in the largest commercial 
transaction. 

Prof. Oldberg advocates the division 
of units by powers of two. For actually , 
constructing measures and weights this 
is certainly the most convenient method, 
but as a proper metric prescription calls 
for multiplication or division by ten, 
twenty or thirty, a simpler arrangement 
can scarcely be imagined. In calculat- 
ing doses for children, we need only 
bear in mind that a child n years old 
needs about 2, of the adult dose of a 
drug. We will find that neither the 
physician nor the druggist will miss 
units which can be divided by powers of 
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two. Moreover, there can be no possi- 
ble objection to speaking of five milli- 
grams as half a centigram nor to subdi- 
viding the milligram into halves and 
quarters, but while the apothecary’s 
system requires the use of fractions of 
the grain for even moderately strong 
drugs, the minuteness of the milligram 
obviates, almost entirely, the use of 
fractions. 

Perhaps the quaintest of all argu- 
ments against the metric system was 
advanced some time ago by a contribu- 
tor to the Medical News who declares 
that ‘‘ the metric system isan intolerant 
system, an ally of despotism. * * * * * 
It is uncongenial with Anglo-Saxon free- 
dom, and will never be adopted by the 
people of that race, however much the sci- 
entific gentlemen who choose to bow the 
knee at its shrine may try to persuade 
them.”’ 

The same writer continues. ‘“ Don’t 
spoil good books written in English for 
an English speaking audience by inter- 
larding them with the hieroglyphics of 
a foreign tongue.’’ One might reason- 
ably understand him to object to the 
use of Latin names of drugs, or to the 
use of Roman numerals which outside 
of prescriptions survive on some corner- 
stones and clock-dials and are seldom 
found elsewhere. From the context, 
however, he presumably refers to the 
same Arabic figures with which he prob- 
ably keeps his accounts and to the 
metric units whose origin is, after all, 
no more foreign than the familiar units 
of the apothecary’s system. 

It is difficult to understand why a 
question of weights and measures should 
be regarded sentimentally. It is not an 
issue to which a patriotic adherence to 
Anglo-Saxon institutions or an expres- 
sion of race prejudice is appropriate. 
England is by no means the ancestral 
land of all Americans, and it is a matter 
of individual genealogy, even with those 
of English descent, whether their allegi- 
ance is to the Anglo-Saxon or the Nor- 
man. No sensible man would think of 
opposing the use of glonoin because it 
became prominent in the practice of 
homeopaths, nor of strophanthus be- 
cause it was an ignorant savage’s arrow- 
poison. 

In our discussions of the metric sys- 
tem, let us be as common-place and prac- 


Original Artieles. 


Vol. Ixxv 


tical as we would be in reference to any 
other adjunct to our professional equip- 
ment. When we consider that a system 
of denominate numbers is offered us, 
which aims at placing in simple and in- 
timate relationship the burette, the 
graduate, the druggist’s weights, the 
coal scales, the milk-can, the surveyor’s 
chain, the tape measure; in short, the 
lengths, volumes, weights and areas of 
all occupations, we ought not to com- 
plain that the French Government did 
not precede its terrestrial measure- 
ment by tunneling the earth from pole to 
pole in order to start with a straight line; 
nor to reject an international system 
because some one nation had the enter- 
prise and far-sightedness to develop it 
completely, before submitting it to the 
rest of the world. 


Extra Facilities for Charity Patients. 

Dispensary patient (to medical at- 
tendants)—‘‘ Can I hang my sealskin 
where it would be safe until you get 
done with me?’’ ‘‘ Certainly, madam ; 
kindly wait your turn and get a check 
from the superintendent.’’ ‘‘ How long 
must my coachman wait?’’ ‘‘He must 
stand in line until his number is called.’’ 
—Doctor’s Factotum. 


Through the telephone. Mrs. Me- 
rony— Is that you, doctor?’’ Doctor 
—“Yes; whois it?’’ Mrs. Merony— 
‘¢Mrs. Merony. O doctor! what shall 
I do for the baby? He hasswallowed a 
dime.’’? Doctor—‘‘ Well, you surely 
don’t want to spend $2 to get a dime, 
do you?’’ And the telephone ceased to 
work.—Newman Independent. 


‘Now, sir,’’? said the professor of 
medicine, ‘‘ you may tell me to what 
class of maladies insomnia belongs.” 
‘‘Why-er,” replied the indolent youth, 


‘‘ it’s a contagious disease.’’ ‘I never 
heard it so described. Where did you 
learn of this?’’ “From experience. 
Whenever my neighbor’s dog can’t sleep 
I’m just as wakeful as he is.’’ 


An Irishman asked a Scotchman one 
day why a railway engine was always 
called she. Sandy replied: ‘‘ Perhaps 
it’s on account of the horrible noise it 
makes when it tries to whistle.’”’—Pear- 
son’s Weekly. 
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VAGINAL HYSTERECTOMY. 










Possibly the two most important opera- 
tions the modern gynecologist may be 
called upon to perform are those of lap- 
arotomy and hysterectomy per vaginam. 
It is true that not every one is neces- 
sarily familiar with these, and many 
men complete their lives in general prac- 
tice without performing either; yet every 
gynecologist should be fully acquainted 
with their technic, capable of perform- 
ing either without hesitation, according 
to the indications, and able to fully bal- 
ance their merits in order to choose the . 
better for each case. Until recently, 
laparotomy was the favorite operation 
in cases of unilateral lesions and pelvic 
suppuration, and it is only compara- 
tively recently, that vaginal hysterec- 
tomy has come into favor. It has re- 
cently been performed by many men 
prominent in the profession, but with 
such successful results that at the last 
International Congress, held in Geneva, 
Switzerland, it was made the subject of 
reports by the acknowledged leaders in 
gynecology. After consideration and 
discussion of these reports, the follow- 
ing general principles were formulated 
by the Congress : 

(1) Vaginal hysterectomy may have 
the sameresults obtained by laparotomy 
in cases where the last is indicated. 

(2) In affections where laparotomy is 
powerless or dangerous, it permits of 
ready treatment and cure. 

In cases of pyosalpinx, where there is 
no particularly exaggerated collection of 
pus, or where suppuration has been set 
up in the ovaries, vaginal hysterectomy 
gives the same result as laparotomy, 
but with much greater ease and far less 
time. It is an operation of but a few 
minutes, while in laparotomy the most 
skilful operator must consume consider- 
able time in ligating, cauterizing the 
stumps, cleansing and obtaining a careful 
hemostasis of the empty cavity, and fin- 
ally for the triple suturing and dressing 
of the incision. Of course the result ob- 
tained is the same in both cases, but the 

means leading to the result are incom- 
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parably simpler in the operation per 
vaginam. 

Still, in cases of pelvic suppurations 
or of large collections of pus, compari- 
son is not possible. Richelot says ( Vagi- 
nal Hysterectomy): ‘‘In cases of large 
collections of suppurating matter, com- 
plicated with adhesions, the operation of 
laparotomy has proven a failure, while 
a triumph has been scored for vaginal 
hysterectomy—an undoubted triumph.”’ 
In fact, when, in such cases, the abdo- 
men is opened the operator can scarcely 
distinguish the organs which are ad- 
herent, displaced or unrecognizable. In 
some of these cases the pus tube is ad- 
herent to the back of the uterus, and 
the least attempt to separate them risks 
the making of a fissure in the walls, 
giving passage to the pus. In more com- 
plicated cases where the infection has 
reached the pelvic cellular tissue, the 
broad ligaments are found thickened by 
chronic inflammation. Perforations may 
be found in the rectum, bladder, or any 
part of the intestines through the per- 
itoneal adhesions. It can readily be 
seen that these things greatly increase 
the danger of the laparotomy operation. 

In these or similar circumstances 
vaginal hysterectomy is not more than a 
simple opening. In the course of the 
operation, sometimes at the beginning 
of opening the posterior cul de sac, the 
pus escapes, and thus its cavity becom- 
ing reduced, opportunity is afforded to 
disengage the pouch. If the cavity is 
not opened an aspiration brings the pus 
out, and the adhesion can easily be 
broken up. In case of adhesions with 
the epiploica or with the intestines, 
they will follow the pouch as it is brought 
down, and can be freed. Should another 
pus collection be felt by the finger above 
the other the operator can rupture it, 
let out the pus, and wash out the cavity. 
In cases where there are very large col- 
lections of fetid pus, and fistulas exist 
into the bladder and intestines, removal 
of the diseased appendages should not 
be attempted, but the operator must 
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content himself with merely opening 
and evacuating the pus cavities, and 
washing with large quantities of steril- 
ized water. The operation is of course 
incomplete but the result is excellent. 

All those taking part in the discus- 
sions before the Congress claimed that a 
rapid recovery resulted from incom- 
plete extirpation, and the objection that 
the patient risks recurrence of trouble 
because of this incompleteness is un- 
founded where Péan’s operation is used. 
The greatest difficulty is found in extir- 
pating the uterus, since, on account of its 
being fixed, it cannot be readily brought 
down. Péan, and all after him, advise 
morcellation. The anterior cul de sac be- 
ing free from adhesions, the morcellation 
is begun from that side. The anterior 
wall of the uterus is removed by pieces 
from the middle line toward the periph- 
ery. The posterior wall is then bent 
on itself by traction with forceps and the 
fundus is brought into the vagina. 

Bouilly states that in some cases he 
left the fundus in the pelvis, but that 
the patients made a good recovery. 
Some other gynecologists have left in the 
pelvis pieces of the pus pouches and 
parts of tubes or ovaries, and did not 
observe occurrences of the inconvenien- 
ces which were theoretically advanced. 
In sixty-one cases of pelvic suppuration 
Richelot. performed twenty-two total ex- 
tirpations and twelve unilateral extirpa- 
tions, while in twenty-seven cases he 
left the adnexa. In 421 operations 
Jacobs performed forty-nine incomplete; 
Rouffart thirty-four of fifty-two cases ; 
Doyen four of sixty-one, and Bouilly 
eleven of fifty-two cases. 

Let us consider now the objections 
made by the gynecologists who are not 
in favor of vaginal hysterectomy. 
Among the most important are injuries 
of the viscera (bladder, ureter, intes- 
tines) and hemorrhages. Injury of 
the bladder is possible either at the be- 
ginning of the operation, while liberating 
the anterior lip of the uterus, or in the 
course of the work. But if great atten- 
tion is paid to the liberation of the cer- 
vix, which is accomplished with the 
thumb nail or with a dull instrument, 
and the dissection is made down to the 
level of the uterine tissue, which is 
scraped (Ségond), and if the two first 
clamps are placed on the uterine arter- 
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ies close to the cervix, there is great 
certainty that the bladder will be avoid- 
ed. Further, the peritoneal cul-de-sac 
ought to be opened during the following 
stage when the cervix has been entirely 
freed and when the body of the uterus 
is attacked (Ségond). Later in the 
course of the operation the danger of 
injuring the bladder is from the use of 
the speculum lying between the uterus 
and bladder in order to protect the lat- 
ter; but by gently pushing backwards 
the soft parts in front ofthe uterus and 
by using a speculum with a short blade, 
the bladder is not injured. 

As to the ureter, its injury can be 
avoided when the operation is properly 
performed. Dr. Ségond, in his paper 
read before the American Gynecological 
Society on May 27, 1896, reports that 
in a total of 600 hysterectomies he 
wounded the ureter twice. He says 
that the injury of the ureter may be pro- 
duced either in the course of morcella- 
tion of the uterus or if the speculum is 
too brutally handled. The injury may 
be produced at the beginning of the 
operation when the two first clamps are 
placed on the uterine arteries. Here 
Ségond advises to place the clamps quite 
close to the uterine tissue and especially 
not to apply these clamps until after 
having liberated the soft parts in front 
of the uterus widely and very carefully. 

It is impossible to wound the rectum 
when there is no pelvic peritonitis, and 
under contrary conditions more atten- 
tion is required. In order not to per- 
forate the rectum Ségond formulates 
the following rules: ‘‘ Dissect with the 
finger very prudently and use the spec- 
ulum as little as possible. When the 
cervix is amputated place a strong 
double tenaculum on the posterior uter- 
ine wall to draw itdown.’’ Besides the 
rectum other intestines can be injured, 
but the great danger occurs only when 
proceeding to ablation of the adnexa. 
But Péan, the author of ‘ Vaginal 
Hysterectomy ”’ gives the following rule: 
‘¢To leave nothing unprovided for; to 
do only that which can be seen and only 
to trust to sensations of the touch when 
they are very distinct, and if it is im- 
possible to carry out this program, it 
is indispensable to stop and to be con- 
tented with an uncomplete operation 
under penalty of risking accidents.”’ 
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The last complication of vaginal 
hysterectomy is hemorrhage. This 
may occur late, the more disquieting 
hemorrhages being those which occur 
at the end of forty-eight hours. Clamps 
properly placed will prevent them. Late 
hemorrhage can also be avoided by keep- 
ing the patient longer in bed. It is 
indispensable during the operation to 
clamp everything well which bleeds, 
using the long speculum of Péan in order 
to see well. The operator must not be 
satistied uutil he has decided by evi- 


dence that there no longer exists any- 
where the slightest exudation of blood. 

This article may well terminate with 
Dr. Ségond’s remark : ‘‘ Without doubt 
the vaginal hysterectomy just like lap- 
orotomy has its obstacles, its dangers, 
its imperfections, its impossibilities, but 
it remains nevertheless a marvelous 
operation, which must come into general 
use as well for fibromas which do not 
pass the umbilicus as for the bilateral 
ablation of the adnexa, when this is 
very clearly indicated.’’ 








Food Tablets. 


Not long ago an American chemist, 
evidently a disciple of Prof. Berthelot, of 
France, stated that the time was near at 
hand when hot water and food tablets 
would be the sole accoutrements of a 
kitchen ; that the essential food elements 
of a twelve-hundred pound steer can be 
put into an ordinary pill box, and that 
a single concentrated soup tablet the 
size of a pea, will make a large bowl of 
soup of full nourishing strength. A 
ration case weighing eight ounces was 
planned. It contained the following 
supply: Three tablets of concentrated 
soups, equal to three quarts; four beef 
tablets, equal to six pounds of the meat; 
one milk tablet, equal to one pint; two 
tablets wheaten grits, equal to two 
pounds; one tablet egg food, equal to 
twelve eggs. 

Viewed from a chemical standpoint it 
may seem possible to reduce, by conden- 
sation, the bulk of man’s food almost in- 
definitely and thus furnish in a thor- 
oughly portable and convenient form 
nutriment for the body which will re- 
main unchanged through long periods of 
time and in spite of the influence of 
varying conditions of temperature and 
climate ; but from a physiological point 
of view may be seen serious obstacles to 
the successful consummation of such a 
proposition. That condensed and con- 
centrated foods have a direct sphere of 
usefulness will not be denied, but that 
food tablets and similar products are 
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well adapted to constitute the sole food 
of healthy men for any length of time 
is an undeniable fallacy. Combined with 
fresh foods they may yet prove of ser- 
vice for, like the particles of yeast added 
to the dough, the necessary principle 
contained in the ordinary food may 
leaven the whole lump. 

But practical experimental evidence is 
always most convincing and hence we 
append the following dispatch which re- 
cently appeared in a reliable periodical : 
‘¢ A dispatch from Denver was published 
stating that the troops at Fort Logan 
have made the first test of the new emer- 
gency ration. One company went out 
for three days of forced marching in the 
foothills of Denver, loaded with coffee 
tablets and compressed soup that was 
supposed to contain all the advantages 
of hard tack and coffee. On the night 
of September 11, the medical officer 
charged with weighing and watching 
the men rode into Morrison for assist- 
ance. He reported that thirty-six out of 
the fifty men are down with griping 
pains resulting from the non-assimila- 
tion of the scientific ration. The order 
could not be revoked, and the men in the 
field were informed that they would 
have to remain on the march for two 
days longer.” 





Father—Well, Tommy, how do you 
think you will like this little fellow for 
a brother ? 

Tommy (inspecting the new infant 
somewhat doubtfully)—Have we got to 
keep him, papa, or is he only a sample? 
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MEDICAL PRACTICE ABROAD.* 
(Formerly Therapeutic Suggestions from Foreign Journals.) 





Chronic Inflammation of the Spine. 


Mercurial treatment associated with 
bathing is recommended for chronic 
spinal inflammation by Dr. Schuster, 
(Deutsche Med. Ztg. 26, 1896). In tabes a 
35° C. (95° F.) bath weakens the patient, 
because most of tabetic patients have a 
lessened resistance. Fearing unfavora- 
ble results, Dr. Schuster never adminis- 
tered a 38° C. (100°.4 F.) bath. In one 
case of myelitis lumbodorsalis trans- 
versa he exceeded that temperature. 
After having vainly tried many inter- 
nal and external means he ordered 
baths of 36°-39° C. (97°-102° F.). As 
the patient bore them easily, baths of 
39-40-41° C. (102°-106° F.) were given to 
him and for eighteen to twenty minutes. 
After a fourteen days’ treatment the 
patient was able to leave his bed, con- 
tinuing however to take baths during 
three and one-half months. Afterwards 
he could even walk in the room, while 
before the treatment the least movement 
of the legs was painful. 

In one case of left hemiplegia and in 
two cases of pseudo-paralysis progres- 
siva the author used short hot baths 
successfully. He believes that in cases 
of chronic myelitis hot baths of 40° C. 
(104° F.) can be used, when inunctions 
and warm baths were without success. 
Furthermore he advises everybody whose 
family’s history shows that there is 
some tendency to apoplexy to bathe in 
water of 42° C. (107°.6 F.), but not to 
exceed this temperature. Weakness of 
the heart is not, but old age is, a con- 
traindication. ~ 


Hot Water in Surgery. 


Dr. Reclus (Ther. Monatschr., 51. 96), 
thinks that hot water relieves pain re- 
sulting from inflammation and ulcera- 
tion, and shortens the inflammatory 
process and the suppuration. He rec- 
ommends hot water also in distortions, 
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hemorrhoids, inflammation of the pros- 
tate and female genital organs. In dis- 
tortions massage and compression asso- 
ciated with hot baths are very useful. 
Here the hot water relieves the pain, 
quickens the circulation and conse- 
quently facilitates the reabsorption of 
the periarticular exudates. In injuries 
of the extremities the author recom- 
mends to cover the limb with warm rags 
except the injured part, which is cleaned 
and irrigated with hot water of 60-62° C 
(140°-144° F.). The water has here an- 
tiseptic, analeptic and hemostatic ac- 
tion. In angina the gargling with 
water of 5° C. (131° F.) renders 
very good service. In small or medium 
sized hemorrhoids applications of 55° C. 
water to the anal region and enemas of 
the same temperature give very good 
results. In acute prostatis irrigations 
with 55-60° C. water has a good influ- 
ence on the swollen prostate ; these irri- 
gations can be employed twice daily 
until recovery is assured. Even in 
chronic hypertrophy of the prostate such 
irrigations are useful, and are liable to 
avoid the threatening retention of urine. 
In inflammatory processes of the adnexa 
rectal irrigation of a 55° C. water gives 
very satisfactory results. The luke- 
warm vaginal irrigations have no other 
purpose but cleaning and the best way 
of treating the adnexa is by the rectum. 


Cancer Treated With Chelidonium [iajus. 


Dr. Denicenco (Wratsch. St. Petersb.), 
experimented with chelidonium first 
in cancer of the lips, and hav- 
ing obtained good results he used it in 
inoperable cancers. He employed the 
extract internally, in painting and inter- 
stitial injections. The patient takes 1.50- 
5 grams (3is-jss) of the extract in twen- 
ty-four hours in the form of a solu- 
tion in aqua destillata or aqua menthe 
piperita. The painting is done twice a 
day on the ulcerated surfaces with a 
mixture of two parts of extract of cheli- 


ee ae Clr rl 








December 26, 1896 


donium and one part of glycerin. Inter- 

stitial injections are made with a mix- 

ture of equal parts of extract of cheli- 

donium, glycerin and water. On account 

of a prompt deterioration of the solution 

one-half per cent. of chloroform is added 

if it is wished to preserve the liquor for 

two or three days. Every day one 

Pravatz’s syringeful is injected. The in- 

jections cause pain in the place of the 

injections, after which comes a general 

weakness, a severe chill and elevation of 
the temperature to 38-39° C., but the 
next day all these symptomg disappear. 

On the first days of the treatment the 
tumor softens and seems to melt; in 
three to five days the fistulas appear at 
the level of the punctures ; around these 
fistulas the neoplasm seems to be dis- 
solved; in fifteen to twenty days the 
healthy tissues seem to be separated from 
the tumor, which is expelled; the gan- 
glions become normal. The author ex- 
amined histologically all the cases which 
he had for observation and is assured of 
their malignant nature. 





Placenta Previa. 

Statistics of about fifty cases have been 
collected by Dr. Fiuth (Centralblatt fir 
Gynecologie) of placenta previa, and a 
mortality of about 38 per cent. is re- 
ported by him. He proposes the follow- 
ing treatment : 

1. So soon as the diagnosis is made 
it isnecessary to induce premature labor. 

2. For proving this labor it is advis- 
able to employ means enabling the quick 
stopping of hemorrhage while permit- 
ting of dilating the cervix. These must 
be able to produce the dilatation prompt- 
ly, and be sufficient to terminate the 
labor. 

The best resort for this purpose is to 
put a colpeurynter into the uterus and 
use @ continuous traction on the instru- 
ment; the membranes of course must 
be ruptured at the beginning. The 
author does not believe either in expec- 
tant methods, recommended by some 
authors, or in tamponing, because the 
expectant method exposes the patients 
to repeated hemorrhages, and the tam- 
poning to infection ; moreover, the tam- 
poning, unless exceptionally well ap- 
plied, does not stop the hemorrhage. 
The method of use to the mother is also 
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the best for the children, which do not 
suffer by the mother’s repeated hemor- 
rhages. The colpeurynter can be applied 
as soon as there is a possibility to intro- 
duce one finger into the cervix. At least 
this method is by far ‘easier than com- 
bined version. 





Danger from Curetting the Uterus in Ex- 
tra-uterine Pregnancy. 


Two German authors, Hofmeier and 
Lohlein (Centralbl. f. Gynak, August, 
1896), call attention to danger of cu- 
retting the uterus in extrauterine preg- 
nancy. In Hofmeier’s case the patient 
fell in collapse immediately after inter- 
ference. Laparotomy was performed, and 
in the small pelvis a large quantity of 
fresh blood was found. In two cases re- 
ported by Lohlein the uterus was curet- 
ted for metrorrhagia, which was attri- 
buted to incomplete abortions. The first 
patient died in consequence of a diffuse 
peritonitis. At the autopsy a rupture of 
a tubal pregnancy of four months was 
stated, and the fetal sac was cystic; in 
addition to that, fresh blood was found 
in the peritoneal cavity. The second 
case was that of a twenty-seven-year- 
old woman, who, after an interruption of 
her menses of seven weeks, had metror- 
rhagia. The author curetted the uterus 
in order tq stop the hemorrhage, which 
he attributed to an incomplete abortion. 
A peritonitis was the consequence of the 
operation, but the patient recovered 
through a laporotomy. Inthe course of 
the last operation a sac of a ruptured 
tube surrounded by blood clots was 
found. The authors think that it is 
very dangerous to have recourse to cu- 
retting in cases of extra-uterine pregnan- 
cies. 





Meat Broths in Digestion. 


The acidity of the stomach contents 
is, according to Dr. Kosminin, ( Wratsch. 
St. Petersb., October, 1896), higher after 
eating soup than after an ordinary 
breakfast, also the combined salts exist 
in a high degree. The digestive power 
of the stomach seems to be decreased 
after eating soup, but the reabsorptive 
power of tke stomach, the quantity of 
peptones and motor strength are in- 
creased. 
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SUBSTITUTION ? 


Messrs. Fairchild Brothers and Foster the bottle, on analysis, proved to be 
have mailed to members of the medical different from the preparation ordered. 


profession in Buffalo a letter stating 

that a prescription calling for their 

essence of pepsin had been obtained 

from the store of Mr. George E. Sykes, 

of that city, and that the contents of 
812 


Mr. Sykes has, at our request, written 
Tue Reporter 80 that both sides might 
be fairly represented and his letter ap- 
pears elsewhere in this issue. 

A controversy of this nature, especi- 
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ally when brought so publicly to the 
attention of the profession, ceases to be 
a local matter. A well-known and 
reputable manufacturing house accuses 
a pharmacist in good standing, and prob- 
ably locally as well known as his ac- 
cuser, of what amounts to dishonesty. 
If one or the other of the parties con- 
cerned were generally known as dis- 
reputable, the case would be a much 
simpler one to pass judgment upon, 
while it would be of less general inter- 
est since the man who has dealings with 
a rogue does so at his own risk and 
deserves little sympathy if he meets 
with disaster. Whichever party proves 
to be correct, the case is one of bad omen 
to the medical profession as well as to the 
allied profession of pharmacy. Substi- 
tution on a prescription is a moral evil 
directly covered by the sixth and eighth 
commandments. The man is stealing 
who sells a drug toa person impliedly 
unable to distinguish between the genu- 
ine and the false, and stealing in as 
contemptible a way as the man who 
sells a little child an apple rotten at the 
core, taking advantage of the ignorance 
of his customer. More than this, the 
substitution of one drug for another may 
mean foiling the physician’s efforts and 
may cause the death of the patient. 

The case in question involves these 
ethical points rather indirectly, to be 
sure, since we can scarcely claim that 
the firm of Fairchild Brothers and Fos- 
ter is the only one which manufactures 
a pure and active preparation of pepsin, 
and since many men who make a study 
of gastric chemistry are extremely skep- 
tical as to the value of pepsin as a drug. 
While such considerations might be used 
in extenuating a druggist’s action, it is 
very evident that the one rule must 
guide him in all cases. 

In an emergency it is usually easy to 
telephone to the physician who issues a 
prescription and secure his consent to 
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@ proper substitution’; or, if this is not 
feasible, the druggist can at least deal 
hénestly with the patient and acknowl- 
edge the substitution. Again, it is well 
worth the consideration of the medical 
profession that the specification of a 
particular manufacturer is, essentially, 
unethical and that it tempts even the 
well-meaning pharmacist to a dishonest 
practice. Just asitis the duty of the 
one profession to regard the letter of the 
prescription, so it is the duty of the 
other to use specification only when 
really necessary and to adhere to official 
preparations whenever possible. 

We are glad to note that Mr. Sykes 
has no excuse to offer, but that he 
makes a sweeping denial of the charge 
against him. We hope that this blow to 
the confidence of the medical profession 
in both the manufacturing and the dis- 
pensing branches of the pharmacal pro- 
fession will be recovered from and that 
further investigation will show that 
both parties are the victims of some 
misunderstanding or misrepresentation. 
Otherwise, whichever party proves to be 
correct, the medical profession will feel 
that it is leaning on a staff that cannot 
be trusted. 


An Exception. 


In an examination of sanitary inspec- 
tors one candidate answered the ques- 
tion relating to the wilful exposure of a 
person suffering from an infectious dis- 
ease: ‘He must not ride in any public 
conveyance, excepting a hearse, without 
first informing the driver.’’—The Medi- 
cal Times and Hospital Gazette. 


‘“‘No, darling,’’ said a mother to a 
sick child, ‘‘the doctor says I mustn’t 
read to you,’’ ‘‘ Then, mamma,’’ begged 
the little child, ‘‘ won’t you please read 
to yourself out loud ?’’— Tit- Bits. 


A coroner’s jury in Maine reported 
that ‘‘deceased came to his death by 
excessive drinking, producing apoplexy 
in the minds of the jury.’’ 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 





AN ABSOLUTE DENIAL. 





EDITOR OF THE REPORTER: 


Dear Sir:—My attention has been called 
to a letter which Fairchild Brothers and 
Foster have sent to a number of Buffalo 
physicians accusing me of having sub- 
stituted some other drug in a prescrip- 
tion for their essence of pepsin, when 
that preparation was specified. 

This accusation is absolutely false in 
every particular and detail. Indeed, 
for at least three months past I have not 
had any essence of pepsin in my store, 
with the exception of that made by 
Fairchild Brothers and Foster. 

While admitting that substitution is 


an offence of which some druggists are 
occasionally guilty, the number of phy- 
sicians who have voluntarily called since 
they received the letter alluded to, and 
have assured me that their experience 
of my methods during the past fourteen 
years has been perfectly satisfactory, 
leads me to the conclusion that the effort 
of the firm to advertise themselves at the 
expense of my reputation for fair dealing 
has proved a failure. I propose to take 
legal advice as to what measures can be 
taken against the makers of this utterly 
unfounded charge. Gro. E. SYxKes. 


BurraLo, N. Y., December 20, 1896. 
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NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 


The Regular Meeting of the Medical 
Section of the Buffalo Academy of Medicine, 
was held December 8. Program: ‘Care of 
Delicate Children,’? Dr. Ross; ‘‘Feeding of 
Children Under Five Years of Age,” Dr. 
De Lancey Rochester; The serum diag- 
nosis of typhoid fever. Report on a series 
of fifty cases, Dr. Frank J. Thornbury 
and Dr. A. H. Appell; ‘‘A Confirmatory 
Report of Widal’s Serum Diagnosis of Ty- 
phoid Fever,” Dr. Julius Ullman and Dr, 
Albert E. Woehnert ; Report of an Unusual 
Clinical Case, Dr. G. A. Himmelsbach. 


Dr. Thomas More Madden has recently 
received from the Royal University of Ireland 
the degree of M. A. O. (Honoris Causa) or 


Master of Obstetrics. Dr. More Madden has 
a world-wide reputation as an obstetrician 
and besides a well-known treatise on Clinica! 
Gynecology, is the author of several other 
standard medical works. He has been Presi- 
dent of the Obstetrical Section of the Acad- 
emy of Medicine, and Vice-President of the 
British Gynecological Society. 


In two cases of aneurism of the arch 
of the aorta Dr. Telleto (New York Medical 
Times) has observed a rhythmic nodding of 
the head to be present, which appeared to ba 
synchronous with the heart beat. Their move- 
ments were to be augmented in intensity by 


having the patient throw hishead back. This 
symptom he ascribes to downward traction of 
the left bronchus and trachea during the sys- 
tole. It must not be confounded with regular 
muscular contractions nor the rhythmic nod- 
ding of certain nervous diseases, 


A case in many respects unparalleled in 
surgical annals is reported in Union Med. by 
Pilate of Orleans, He removed a fibroma and 
used sponges and antisepticised tarlatan com- 
presses. On the evening after operation there 
wasvomiting, then painsin the right flank came 
on. Phlebitis of the right leg set in. These 
symptoms soon disappeared, and the patient 
recovered completely. Six months later pains 
in the region of the liver occurred; they were 
taken for hepatic colic. The pains became 
diffused over the abdomen, and vomiting and 
tympanites without fever occurred. At 
length a rise of temperature set in, and swelling 
around the uterus was detected. The patient 
became weak and thin, and an operation was 
about to be performed when she passed a com- 
press,such as had been used in the operation in 
a mass of hard feces. The patient at once re- 
covered. Quenu related a case where a com- 
press was left in on account of the confusion 
caused by the patient threatening to sink under 
chloroform during operation. The patient 
died, and the compress was found rolled up in 
a coil of intestine. Terrillon observed a case 
where pressure forceps remained eight months 
in the abdomen, and came out close to the 
umbilicus, 
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PARKE, DAVIS & CO.’S 
Anti - diphtheritic Serum 


[ANTITOXIN] 


Our Serum is absolutely sterile, and is put up in hermetically sealed glass 
bulbs. It is strictly fresh when it leaves the Laboratory, as we keep 
only a small quantity in stock, for we believe it is better to keep the 
horses well immunized, and draw from them as occasion demands. 


Only young and carefully examined horses are used for 
producing the antitoxin. And we have never yet had 
reported a case of sudden death following the use of our 
Serum. 


Our Serum has been officially examined and approved by the following 
State Boards. of Health: Michigan, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Cali- 
fornia, and by the Ontario Board of Health; also by other important 
Boards of Health in the United States and Canada, 


FOUR GRADES OF STRENGTH: 


No. o. A Serum of 250 units, for immunizing. White label. 
No. 1. A Serum of 500 units, for mild cases. Blue label. - 
No. 2. A Serum of 1000 units, for average cases. Yellow label. 
No. 3. A Serum of 1500 units, for severe cases. Green label. 
Special The serums wear now producing ae om thre to fie times a trong 
Note. strength. For this reason we list the serums according to the number 


of units and not according to bulk. The quantity to be injected is now 
only from x to 5 Cc. 


We also supply serums for tetanus, tuberculosis, and streptococcus dis- 
eases, as well as Coley’s Mixture and the toxins of erysipelas and pro- 
digiosus. We prepare different culture media, microscopic slides of dis- 
ease germs, etc., a description of which will be furnished upon appli- 
cation. 


Correspondence respectfully solicited. 
Literature mailed upon request. 


+ + + + 


Para, Davis & Company, 


Maiden Lane. 


: 1008 Broadway. Manufacturing Chemists, 
BALTIMORE: 8 South Howard St. 


NEW ORLEANS: Tchoupitoulas and Gravier Sts. 
BRANCH LABORATORIES: DETROIT, MICHIGAN. 
LONDON, Eng., and WALKERVILLE, Ont. | 


BRANCHES: 
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Opium and its alkaloids are invaluable 
drugs, but have disadvantages. Papine 
serves a similar purpose, without the dis- 
advantages. IODIA is an alterative in the 
true sense of the word. ROMIDIA has 
a host of users throughout the civilized 
world, many of whom stand high in 


professional renown. In prescribing these 
preparations always specify ‘‘Battle’s,’’ and 
see that the prescription goes to an hon- 
orable and reputable druggist who will 
not stultify or degrade his good name and 
reputation by substitution. 


DEERING J. ROBERTS, M. D., 
In Southern Practitioner, Sept., 1896. 
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wo “Malt Extract. This preparation, of which the best and the best known is 
MELLIN’S FOOD remains to be described and is of real value when used in 
combination with milk. It is essentially the same as LIEBIG’S SOUP, but so 


prepared as to be marketable.” 
Domestic Hygiene of the Child, 


MODIFICATION OF FRESH COW'S MILK 


Jt USE vt ut 


Mellin’s Food 


wo s Fresh Cow’s Milk prepared with MELLIN’S FOOD 
according to the directions, forms a true LIEBIG’S FOOD 
and is the BEST SUBSTITUTE for Mother’s Milk 
yet produced. JH JH KK KKK HHS SS 


THE DOLIBER-GOODALE COMPANY, BOSTON, MASS. 
“MELLIN’S FOOD is not only ont digestible itself, but it actually assists 
to digest milk or other foods with which it is mixed.” 
G,. W. Wigner, F.LC.,, F.CS., 
° Pres. Society Public Analysts, London, Eng. 





VACCINE MATTER. 


For the accommodation of our Subscribers, we will supply both 
Bovine and Humanized Vaccine Virus. 
Guaranteed to be fresh and in every respect first class. 


-NOPRICES :5u~ 


Bovine Crusts, - - - $150each 
Bovine Points or Quilis, - 1.00 a dozen. 
Humanized Crusts, - - 1.00, smali, 
Humanized Crusts, - - 2.00, large. 


The Humanized Crusts are warranted to be from typical cases. 
and in every instance from healthy children, with un¢xestionable 
family histories. 

PLEASE ACCOMPANY THE ORDER WITH THE MONEY 
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DR. J. FOHR’S 


Pee = “COMPOUND TALCUM” 


w.\!")(! | 


[im =. “BABY POWDER” 


THE “HYGIENIC DERMAL POWDER” 


FOR 


INFANTS AND ADULTS 


investigated and its therapeutic properties discovered in the 
year 1868" a, by Br Fehr, and d introduced t othe medical om and the pharmaceuti- 
cal professions in the year 1873.” 

COMPOSITION—Silicate of Magnesia with Carbolic and Salicylic Acids. 
PROPERTIES—Antiseptic, Antizymotic and Disinfectant. 







Useful as a GENERAL SPRINKLING wen Caan 
Hygienic, Prophylactic and Therapeutic properties. 


@O0D IN ALL AFFECTIONS OF THE SKIN 
PEB BOX, PLAIN, 25c.; PERFUMED, 50c. 
PER DOZ., PLAIN, $1.75; PERFUMED, 93.50 





SOLD BY THE DRUG TRADE GENERALLY 


MANUFACTURER : 


JULIUS FEHR, M.D. 
Anolent Pharmacist HOBOKEN, N. J. 


Only advertised in Medical°and Pharmaceutical prints. 


e 
Every progressive family nowadays should have 
] dy at least two monthly magazines. It is an era of 


cheap reading. Where your magazine used to 















cost you $3.00 or more a year, you can get one 


e greatly its superior now for $1.00. Our unpre- 
AS aZINe CT cedented offer as below is even better—TWO 


superb magazines, each a whole year, for $1.50. 


THE PETERSON MAGAZINE is a bright, progressive 9 BOTH 
American magazine for American readers. Its con- McCLURE S 
tents are varied ; its illustrations of the best; its am ONE YEAR 
tone dignified, and its pages clean. When you have FOR 
THE PETERSON MAGAZINE and McCLURE’s you need P E T E R S0 N 
no other magazine reading. The offer of the two for $ 1 5 0 
$1.50 is a remarkable one. 

Both magazines may be sent to one address, or you may send them to separate addresses if you 
wish. Either would make a most acceptable holiday gift. Send your subscription promptly, and we 


will include the beautiful Christmas number of Taz PETERSON MaGAZzINE FREE. If you wish to 
see PETERSON before subscribing send 6 cents for a sample copy. 





















OTHER OFFERS pod enyoisns, ond con bo Ma oaly ty sending 
passed anywhere, and can be had only by sending P 
We will send Tue P your order to the publishers of Petarson. We Big Value for $1.50 
M . poe eA a can save subscribers aaa on any of the leadin 
Se AGASIEE SRG ORE Gh tRElONOW- ublications if th en in combination wi 
ing publications at these reduced HE PETERSON eae Send your subscrip- The 24 issues of McCiure’s 
peices ; PUB. OUR PRICE | tion early. Remit by, fon soir, registered | Macaziwz and Psrerson for 
- a POR Bors letter or bank draft. 1897, a ee © 500 os 
unsey’s. . . $1.00 $1. 1,500 su 
Cosmopolitan’ ?*ro0 St | THE PETERSON COMPANY | Seaninaet‘c'earme 
Godey’s . . . 1. 


volumes of 600 pages each, 7 X 10 


















Scribner’s. . . 3. r ~ inches, and 2 inches thick. The 
oon. * * oe ae 109 Fifth Avenue New York sending master i of the kighest 
Lad. Home Comp’ y oe 1.05 Any one remitting 35c. additional to the amount | Stade, and embraces every branch 





Harper’s Magaz’n 4.00 4.00 n for the magazines, will receive a magnifi- of literature. 
cent soubieck eames “48 pages, postage paid. 
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A Copy of —> ‘SENDING IN YOUR ORDER 


PHYSICIANS... 
MODEL LEDGER 


will be sent, express charges prepaid, to any address, on receipt of 


PRICE $4.50~_) 


Please send remittance by Money Order, Draft, or Regis- 
tered Letter, payable to the 


BUTLER PUBLISHING CO., 


1026 ARCH STREET, 
ONLY A FEW COPIES PHILADELPHIA. 
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STRICTLY PROFESSIONAL. nee 


HY DROLEINE 


(HYDRATED OIL) 


Isa purely scientific preparation of Cod Liver Oil for the treatmentof Incipient Consumption, 
Scrofula, Rickets, Bronchitis, Whooping Cough, and all wasting diseases. 
Formula—Each Dose Contains: Pure Norwegian Cod Liver Oil, 50 m. (drops), Distilled Water, 
85 m. (drops), Soluble Pancreatin, 5 grains, Soda, Y grain, Salicylic Acid, 4 grain. 


DOSE.—Two teaspoonfuls alone or mixed with twice quantity of water, to be taken after 


is a pancreatized Cod Liver Oll preparation of Norwegian 
HYDROLEINE Cod Liver Oil (from Lofoten), That is ned gr the direct 
result of a long series of physiological experiments, conducted by i. C. Bartlett, Ph. D., 
F.C. S., and G. Overend » M. D., McC, R. S., and encouraged with many prac- 
tical suggestions by Bence Jones and Baron Liebig. 

is based on sound scientific principles ; it is easily digested and 
HYDROLEINE assimilated, without producing re kariods Appetite is in- 
creased, and that, so far from ing the unpleasant taste of Cod Liver Oil and its 
emulsions, HYDROLEINE is palatable as milk, and pleasant. The formula is well 
known and the preparation has received the endorsement of physicians throughout the 
United States... It is sought to introduce HYDROLEINE exclusively on its merits, and 
for that reason the profession is appealed to only through the columns of medical journals, 

SOLD BY DRUGGISTS GENERALLY. 


[) The Charles N. Crittenton Co. Slesgents forthe New York. | 

















Largest Manufacturers in the U. S. of 


Vapor » Hot-Air Baths $2.50 up 


ELMWOOD SANITARIUM, 


MILFORD, Mass. 


For the Treatment of Alcoholism, and the 
Opium, Chloral, Cocaine and other drug diseases, 
on a strictly professional and scientific basis. 
Location pleasant, secluded, desirable. 

Special attention given to the comfort and 
entertainment of the patients while under treat- 
ment. ‘ 

All correspondence confidential. 

For terms, references and further information, 





E ps ie ot 

Wwe challenge the World to match these Reputation Makers. 
12,000 sold physicians, ost give you one for test on 

your worst chronic. Send for catalogue of twenty-five necessi- 

ties you use every +7. mg ee — with any other House. 

Best $300.00 Static Electric Machine for $200.00, Purchasing 

Department for Physicians and Hospitals. 


FRANK S. BETZ, KELLEY & CO., 
S. B.—269 Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. 





WANTED-—In every city in the 
United States a young physician to 
secure subscribers for Medical and 
Surgical Reporter. Must furnish ref- 
erences and state school from which 
he graduated,with date of graduation. 
Address ‘‘ SUBSCRIPTION,”’ Office 
Medical and Surgical Reporter, Post- 
office Box 843, Philadelphia, Pa. 





address 
J. M. FRENCH, M.D., 
Medical Director. 
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that can be given with impunity in daily doses 
of 100 grains or more. It is closely related to citric acid, and is 
almost as innocuous as that drug. In phenacetin the acetic acid 
only partly neutralizes the poisonous action of the phenetidin, 


while the citric acid in Apolysin accomplishes this desirable end:. 
FYD EN’S completely. It is the only compound of this group that stimu- 


i ipyretic, analgesic, and 
Vo N APOLYSIN ER Mag fos t e coalstag ecivativien 


lates the heart’s action. It dissolves in wepensten its solubility 
_ may be further increased by the addition of soda bicarbonate. 








forthe gartrosnteatinl iach expecially muted tothe Wea BETANAPHTOL- BISMUTH 
children. (ORPHOL) 


ment of the diarrhoeal diseases of 
( 1 Bon ( ( According to Pade spiesdic- Dewan, of 
! Paris, the employment of Creosotal consti- 
REOSO E AR ATE REOSOTAL tutes a most important advance in the 
treatment of tuberculosis. It possesses all the purely curative effects of beech-wood creosote 
without any of its caustic properties. 








This innocuous, odorless, and non-irritant form 


of guaiacol is now regarded as a specific for QUAIACOL CARBONATE (Duorat) 


phthisis and for enteric fever. It acts by stead- 
ily and permanently removing from the blood of tubercular and typhoid fever patients the 
poisonous substances generated by the tubercle and typhoid bacilli. 

3 SCHERING & GLATZ, No. 55 [aiden Lane, NEW YORK. — 
Literature furnished oa application. SOLB AGENTS FOR THB UNITED STATES. 

















IF 


you desire privacy, cover the doors 


and windows of your office with 


Crystograph 


at a fraction of the cost. For 


samples, ‘prices, etc., address 


CRYSTOGRAPH COMPANY 


1026 Arch Street 


PHILADELPHIA 
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Insure Your Income 


O that it will be perpetuated to your family after your 








death, or to yourself in old age. By setting aside 
only one-tenth of your earnings annually, we can guarantee 
to your estate one-fourth of your present income, or the 
amount so saved will be paid to you if you live 20 years. 
If you are in good health (even doctors get sick), and 
would like to know more about it, address, stating age, 








I. L. REGISTER, Financial Agent and Attorney 


Laquitable Wife Hssurance Socicty 
Assets, $201 ,009,387 238 DREXEL BUILDING, PHILA. 
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It's a: Wise Nurse 


that aids the convalesence of 
patients by administering 

















BRHEUSER-BUS cin, 


TRADE MARK. 









‘ip It is the palatable 
nutriment of the finest quality of malt 
ana ans, Its strengthening and flesh-mak- 
ing properties make it invaluable to nursing 
rs, consumptives and all sufferers from 
wasting diseases. Endorsed and prescribed 
by the medical profession generally. 


Zo be had at all druggists’ and grocers’. 
Prepared by 
ANHEUSER-BUSCH BREWING ASS’N, 
St. Louis, U. S. A. 


Sena for our handsomely tlustrated colored booklet anB 
oth.. reading ™atter, 


ARTIFICIAL ANESTHESIA 


FOURTH EDITION 


A Manual of Anesthetic Agents in the Treatment of Diseases, also their 
Employment in Dental Surgery, Modes of Administration, 
Relative Risks, Tests of Purity, Treatment of As- 
phyxia, Spasms of the Glottis, Syncope, Etc. 


By LAURENCE TURNBULL, M.D.,.PH.G., 


Aural Surgeon, Jefferson College Hospital, Philadelphia, etc. 






























Entarceno To S60 Paces. Criotn, $2.50. 


P. BLAKISTON, SON & CO., - - No. 1012 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 













‘¢ ‘Artificial Anesthesia,’ by Laurence Turnbull, M.D., is a ‘manual of anesthetic 
agents and their employment in the treatment of disease. It is a standard medical work 
by a Philadelphia physician and surgeon of high repute, and has passed through various 
editions. It was originally written by Dr. Turnbull as a report for a Medical Society, and 
was subsequently so extended as to be practically a new work.. Now a fourth edition, 
again revised and enlarged, has been issued, in which the whole subject has been brought 
up to the present time, especial care having been taken to obtain all the most notable 
discoveries of the last six years, that having been the interval since the publication of the 
third edition. We have here, indeed, a final authoritative word on a subject of the most 
vast consequence to the welfare and comfort of humanity.’’— Zhe Evening Telegraph, 
Philadelphia, November 22, 1896. ' 
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Do DocTors DISAGREE? 


In some cases they do. 





But the result derived by administering tea- 
spoonful doses of Aletris Cordial three times 
daily, before and during gestation, has proven 
that the Medical Profession. has arrived at only 
one verdict, and that is, they have'to find the first 
case that has not been benefited by its use, as 
thousands of testimonials from reputable phy- 
sicians will testify. 


A FULL-SIZED BOTTLE SENT FREE TO ANY 
PHYSICIAN WHO WILL PAY EXPRESS CHARGES. 


RIO CHEMICAL co., a sal = ST. LOUIS, MO. 





Physician's Visiting List 


SPECIAL IMPROVED EDITION FOR 1897 
Regular Edition, Bound in Strong Leather Covers, with Pocket and Pencil 





July to Dec. 
Jan. to June 


; He to June 


July to Dec. 


Jan. to June 
* 290m ijaly to Dec. 


The 75 Patients and.100 Patients Books come in two volumes only. 


Address MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER 


P. 0. BOX 843 
Enclose Cash with Order. Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Infantile Constipation. 


AN UNPARALLELED REMEDY IS 


Kutnow’s Improved 
Effervescent Powder 


An excellent Cathartic for pregnant women. 
Particularly useful in Laparotomy, before and after 
operation. 


THE ONLY PLEASANT TASTING SALINE 
CATHARTIC IN THE MARKET ..... 


A RELIABLE AND EFFECTIVE REMEDY FOR 


Indigestion, Constipation, Dyspepsia, Gout, Diabetes, 
Kidney and Liver Derangements. 


Largely prescribed by the Medical Profession of both hemispheres, highly 
recommended by Prof. Lawson Tait, and endorsed by the most eminent 
medical journals, such as the Lancet, British Medical Journal, and others. 


Kutnow's Anti-Asthmatic 
=> Powder an Cigarettes 


A SURE CURE FOR HAY FEVER 





wushengetng er Benton, 





AN EXCELLENT REMEDY FOR 
Asthma, Grip, Chronic Nasal Catarrh, Bronchitis, 
Influenza, and Severe Colds . . . . . «@ 


Does not contain lobelia nor datura tatula, nor any ingredient deleterious 
to the heart. Frequently used and prescribed by the late Sir Andrew 
Clark and Sir Morell MacKenzie and other celebrated throat specialists. 





None of our preparations Gen- 
SEND FOR SAMPLES—CUT THIS OUT. uine without our respective 
Trade Mark and Fac-simile 
KUTNOW BROS., Signature of 
52 and 54 Lafayette Place, New York. 

GENTLEMEN:—Please send me, free of charge, trial 
packages of Kutnow’s IMPROVED EFFERVESCENT 
Powper, Kutnow's ANTI-ASTHMATIC POWDER AND 


CIGARETTES. 
Name M. D. 





Street and No. KUTNOW BROS. 


City x4 Lafayette Pl 
Medical and Surgical 57°64 y Prem 
Reporter State. e NEW YORK. 
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* The Family Laxative ¢ 





‘The ideal safe family laxative, known as “Syrup oF : 
Fics,” is a product of the California Fig Syrup Co., 
and derives its laxative principles from senna, made 
pleasant to the taste, and more acceptable to the 
stomach, by being combined with pleasant aromatic 
syrups and the juice of figs. It is recommended by 
many of the most eminent physicians, and used by 
millions of families with entire satisfaction. It has 
gained its great reputation with the medical profes- ¥ 
sion by reason of the acknowledged skill and care 
exercised by the California Fig Syrup Co. in secur- ¥ 
ing the laxative principles of the senna by methods 
of its own, and presenting them in the best and most ¥ 
conveniéntform. The California Fig Syrup Co. has Ya 
special facilities for commanding the choicest qual- 
ities. of Alexandria senna, and its chemists devote ¥ 
their entire attention to the manufacture of the one 
product. Thename “Syrup oF Fics” means to the F 
medical profession the ‘family laxative, manufac- 
tured by the California Fig Syrup Co.,” and the 
name of the Company is a guarantee of the excel- 
lence of its product. Informed of the above facts, ¥ 
the careful physician will know how to prevent the 
dispensing of worthless imitations when he recom- $ 
mends or prescribes the original and genuine 
“Syrup OF Fics.” It is well known to physicians ¥ 
that ‘‘Syrup oF Fics” is a simple, safe and reliable ¥ 
laxative, which does not irritate or debilitate the 
organs on which it acts, and, being pleasant to the ¥ 
taste, it is specially adapted to ladies and children, 
although generally applicable in all cases. Special = 
investigation of the profession invited. 3s 2 
** Syrup or Fics’’ is never sold in bulk. It retails at : 
fifty cents per bottle, and the name ‘‘ Syrup or Fics,’ as 
well as the name of the California Fig Syrup Company, 
is printed on the wrappers and labels of every bottle. = 


CALIFORNIA FIG SYRUP CO., San Francisco, Cal.; Louisville, Ky.; New York, N. Y. 
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IS THE STRONGEST ANTISEPTIC KNOWN. 


f this new Remedy is, for its Bactericide Power valent 
to Phy cunces of Charles Marchand’s Peroxide of Hydrogen (medicinal), which 
obtained the Highest Award at the World’s Fair of Chicago, 1893, for its 
Stability, Strength, Purity and Excellency. 


CURES DISEASES CAUSED BY GERMS: siete 
RE THROAT, CATARRH, HAY FEVER, LA GRIPPE,—OPEN SORES: ABSC 
CARBUNCLES, ULCERS —INFECTIOUS DISEASES OF THE GENITO-URINARY ORGANS,—INFLAM- 
MATORY AND CONTAGIOUS DISEASES OF THE ALIMENTARY TRACT: TYPHOID FEVE TYPHUS, 
CHOLERA, YELLOW FEVER,—WOMEN’S WEAKNESSES: WHITES, LEUCORRHCA,—SKIN DISEASES: 
ECZEMA, ACNE, Erc. 
SEND FOR FREE BOOK OF 152 PAGES GIVING FULL INFORMATION. 
Pursicians Remitrine Twenty-Five Cents Postar Orper witt Reczive Frex Saris By 
AVOID IMITATIONS. 
HYDROZONE is put enly im small, medium and large size bettles, bearing a red 
label, white letters, geld and blue berder. 


GLYCOZONE 
CUR 

DISEASES of the STOMACH. PREPARED ONLY BY 

Gi” Mention this publicatica. Z 

Chemist and Graduate of the “Ecole Contralt.des Arts ct Manufactures de Pavie™ (Franch. 

















NE measure of practical utility, essayed by the REPORTER in the interest 
of medical practitioners, is a 


JOURNAL CLUB 


by which, under simple conditions, physicians may, at any time, secure any one or 
any number of periodicals desired, and obtain the best ‘‘club rate’’ concessions 
allowed wholesale subscriptions in combination. 


The REPORTER does not offer premiums. This service, undertaken for the 


advantage and convenience of the medical profession, is with the following invariable 
and final conditions: 


One Full Year’s Individual Subscription (New, or 


Renewal, for 1897) to THE MEDICAL AND SURGI- 
CAL REPORTER, PREPAID. 


Concessions are allowed only to combination subscriptions in effect 
throughout 1897. 


To obtain club privileges, renewal subscriptions must bb FULL PAID 
to, and PREPAID for, 1897. 


Club rates are conditional upon cash accompanying the sub- 
scription order. 








No subscriptions for less than one year are received at club rates. 


cc 


; ) Publishers’ Price. Combination Offer. 
. H ’sM i 4.00 
Medicaland . Harper's Weskly  °4.00 
Harper’s Bazar 4.0 


. .00 

H ’s Round Table 2.00 

Surgical paporter band ' Scribner's Magazine 3.00 
ONE YEAR 


“og d aaaneine 72 
$3.00 IN ADVANCE Peterson's Masssias 1.00 
3 L McClure’s Magazine _—‘'1.00 








These are specimen single combinations. A combination subscription may in- 
clude any number of journals, sent to one or separate addresses. It is impracticable 


to detail all combinations or to furnish a complete list of available periodicals. The 
lists include but few medical journals. 


Quotations for any combinations at club rates will be furnished upon. applica- 
tion, specifying the journals required. 


For particulars, address, enclosing stamp for reply, 


Subscription Department, Medical and Surgical Reporter 
P. O. Box 843, Philadelphia, Penna. 
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The Necessity of Specifying- 


BECAUSE only pure drugs are employed in their manufacture, no com- 
ponent being omitted or substituted, either for the sake of econ- 
omy or on account of difficulty in manipulation. 


BECAUSE every care is exercised to insure precision as to the weight 
and division of the ingredients. 


BECAUSE an excipient is selected in each instance which will be com- 
patible to the other ingredients and tend to preserve their activity. 


BECAUSE the coating of these pills is adapted for their ready solution 


in the stomach, being thin, transparent, smooth and impervious 
to atmospheric influences. 


No argument is required to convince the physician that 
purity, uniformity and conscientious adherence to ac- 
knowledged standards are necessary if manufactured medi- 
caments are to be used, and experience has shown that 


-Schieffelin's Pills 


completely fulfill all the requisites of this class of prepa- 
rations. 


We invite particular attention to 


Pil. Ferruginous (Blaud's), Cascare Sagradx et Nucis Vomice, 
«‘ Schieffelin’s.”’ 


Ferri Sulphatis, - - - 2%ers. 


PotassiiCarbonatis, - - 2% grs. 
Ext. Cascare Sagradx, - I gr. 
Ext. Nucis Vomice, - - YX gr. 

With a view of obviating the constipation which is occasionally associ- 
ated with anemic conditions and which is apt to be enhanced by the pro- 
longed use of iron preparations, we have recently added to our list of 
Soluble Pills a formula containing the above ingredients in combination 
with Extracts of Cascara and Nux Vomica. 

The Extract of Cascara Sagrada, obtained from the rhamnus purshiana, 
is now recognized as one of our most valued laxatives, and in cases of 
habitual constipation has proved extremely useful, producing a mild action 
of the bowels, without any griping effect. The Extract of Nux Vomica 
also exerts a favorable action upon the gastro-intestinal tract, increasing 
the appetite, and, by stimulating intestinal peristalsis, relieving constipa- 
tion. The general tonic effects of this drug upon the nervous system 
further render it of great value in cases where ferruginous preparations 
are indicated. 


iis se Our list of Pills and Granules embraces those made according 
or alr a 9 ga to the formulas of the United States Pharmacopeia; also most 
i of those in common use among the profession. 


Schieffelin & Co., New York. 
sha sie aes Qe Sete Si a A eta A Sa Bas A 


When writing to advertisers mention ‘‘ Medical and Surgical Reporter.”’ 





NATURAL —— ESTABLISHED 1830. — 


FROM | The Wm. S. Merrell Chemical Co., 
O1L WINTERGREEN TIANUFACTURING CHEMISTS, 


...Cincinnati.... 


True Salicylic Acid ctystetsmeren 


e . In Powder 
True Salicylate Sodium ssa tavtets—neren 


The investigations of Professor Latham, (Cambridge, England), comfirmed by Drs. Charteris and MacLennon 
(University of Glasgow), warn the profession against the use of artificial acid of commerce and its Sodium salt, 


They conclude that: 


e ( are slow, but certain poisons. : 
Commercial produce symptoms closely resembling delirium tremens. 
‘ M c patients become delirious. 
Salicylic Acid J dangerous to human life. 

have to be watched and not to be trusted. 
: AND ITS retard convalescence. 


e should not be administered internally, however much they 
Sodium Salt t may have been dialized or purified. 





For internal use the true Salicylic acid and its Sodium salt should only be dispensed. 


Composition—with physiological action. 
ALKALINE ELIXIR. RuHUBARB.—Atonic, astringent and stimulant to the muscular coats 
of the intestinal canal; influencing its secretory surfaces and 
associatea glands, 
Cholera Morbus, BERBERINE AND HyDRASTINE.—(Alkaloids of Golden Seal)— Re- 
Cholera Infantum, laxed and atonic conditions affecting the gastric or intestina 
Ss Co 1 e t surfaces come under their curative influence without toxic effects. 
ummer mp aint, Br-CaRBONATE PotassiumM.—Antacid; corrects the acidity developed 
Sick Stomach ; in the stomach and bowels in enfeebled states of digestion; in- 
- r creases the alkalinity of the blood and the oxidation and excre- 
Diarrhoea, tion of effete matters. : 
D senter PANCREATIN. — The albuminoid principal of the Pancreas; pro- 
y ys motes intestinal digestion ; transforms starch into sugar and 
Colic, dextrine; converts proteids into peptones; emulsifies tat; curd 
— AND — les the casein of milk; and in general exhibits all the import- 
ant functions of this organ. In the presence of an alkaline 
All Derangements of solvent this action is largely increased, 

S CrYLon C1nNAMON.—Valuable in atonic conditions of the intesti. 

tomach, Bowels, nal mucuous membrames, with flatulence and diarrhoea. 
H Spiritus Vint GaLiic1.— Simple Elixir with Oil Mentha Piper 
and Intestines. This menstruum will especially d itself to physicians 











Green Drug 


Fluid Extracts. 


— CHARACTERISTICS. —. 
Uniform strength. Convenience of administration. 
Non-liability to deterioration by age. 
Positive therapeutic efficacy. 


The WM. 8. MERRELL CHEMICAL CO,, will not hold themselves responsible for the identity of Fluid 
Extracts, filled out by druggists from bulk stock, even though the written label may read ‘‘Merrell’s,”’ 


«Physicians who have been dissappointed in the use of a favorite Prescriptions have the remedy in thelr own hands. 
Prescriptions and orders should read **Wm. 8. Merrell Chem. Co.” 
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